Appendix 1
Checklist of barriers for HCV testing

Society level/
discrimination

Stigma and
discrimination against
PWID

Stigma and
discrimination against
people with HCV

Restriction to access
to any services due to
HCV status

Breach of
confidentiality — (link
to other systems, e.g.
police registries)

Internal barriers

Low level of knowledge of HCV among staff in harm
reduction agencies

Low level of knowledge of HCV among staff in drug
treatment, including OST services

HCV testing is not perceived as the area of
responsibility of the staff in drug services

Scared of stigmatising client when asking about HCV
Assumption by staff: HCV testing is too complicated

HCV treatment not offered if current drug use

Knowledge Stigma

Insufficient knowledge of HCV  Fear of stigma if tested HCV
Insufficient knowledge of positive

hepatitis C treatment options
Myths about HCV e.g. ‘I have
no symptoms so | have no staff/stigmatised when tested
problem” for HCV

Negative experiences with
health care or drug service

Fear that drawing blood will Stigma/shame of using drugs
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damage veins
Perception of HCV

Perceive risk of HCV as low

Competing problems

Other health problems (e.g.

mental health problems)
and not as serious as HIV .

Lack of housing
Cultural attitudes towards

infection/no need to avoid Lerel il suleliaii joos

infection Lack of financial resources

Epidemiological
situation

Lack of evaluation
and monitoring
of indicators of
national HCV plan
Lack of HCV

prevalence data for
PWID

Lack of HCV
incidence data for
PWID

Lack of data on
HCV testing of
PWID
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Increasing access to hepatitis C testing and care for people who inject drugs

Checklist (statements and questions): Overcoming barriers to HCV testing among PWID at SYSTEM LEVEL

1. Is HCV national action 2. Isdataon HCV prevalence 3. Is dataon HCV incidence 4. Is data on HCV testing
plan being monitored and among PWID available? among PWID available? among PWID available?
evaluated?
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Appendix 1 | Checklist of barriers for HCV testing

Checklist (statements and questions): Overcoming barriers to HCV testing among PWID at PROVIDER LEVEL

1. Isthe level of knowledge 2. Is the level of knowledge 3. Is knowledge of HCV 4. Is HCV testing perceived

of HCV among the staff of HCV among the staff among staff sufficient to as the responsibility of

g working in drug treatment working in OST services address HCV with clients? the staff in drug treatment

E services known? known? services?

o
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o 5. HCV-related stigma is not an issue 6. HCV testing is considered easy and 7. The staff in drug treatment

E among staff in drug treatment straight forward among the staff in drug services have other priorities
services treatment services which get in the way of offering

HCV testing.




Increasing access to hepatitis C testing and care for people who inject drugs

Checklist (statements and questions): Overcoming barriers to HCV testing among PWID at CLIENT LEVEL

2. Cultural beliefs among
clients prevent or delay

1. Are clients in drug
treatment services well

3. Myths such as “my HCV is

4. Are clients in drug
treatment services well
informed about hepatitis

incapsulated” exist among

ED informed about the HCV testing clients
< hepatitis C virus? C treatment?
E 5. Is the idea that drawing blood 6. Do clients know that the risk of HCV 7. Is HCV infection perceived as
~ ‘harms their veins’ common infection is higher than HIV among clients serious as HIV among clients in
among PWID? in drug treatment services? drug treatment services?
1. Fear of stigma if tested positive 2. Negative experiences with health care or 3. Stigma and shame related to

is an issue among clients in drug

treatment services
health care?

téo o 1. Other health problems 2. Lack of housing prevents
= E prevent PWID from PWID from getting the
a0 e

= 5 getting the HCV test HCV test

g =
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drug treatment service personnel prevent
clients in drug treatment services seeking

using drugs is an issue in my
country.

3. Lack of sufficient food 4. Lack of personal financial

prevents PWID from
getting the HCV test

resources prevents PWID
from getting the HCV test




