
THE NETHERLANDS, Opioids 2021, GMR
• 150 opioids cases in 2021 in the GMR according to the EMCDDA DRD-Standard:

• 128 cases were coded to opioids in general;

• 15 cases were coded to heroin;

• 7 cases were coded to methadone.

• It is not clear to what extent the cases of opioids in general involve cases of 
medical opioids.

• For intentional poisoning by other opioids (X62 AND T40.2, DRD110), the number 
of cases decreased from 42 cases in 2020 to 30 cases in 2021. There is a possibility 
that this decrease will be due to suicides being less committed by medical 
opioids.



The Netherlands 2010 - 2021

Source: Causes of Death Statistics, Statistics Netherlands (CBS), data processed by the Trimbos Institute, Netherlands 
Institute of Mental Health and Addiction, according to the EMCDDA DRD-Standard, Selection B for General Mortality 
Registers.

2010 2011 2012 … 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Total 94 103 118 152 123 198 235 262 224 252 295 298

Opiates 37 33 28 52 40 65 74 127 104 124 164 150

Cocaine 14 19 22 24 24 40 38 55 40 45 61 72

Other 43 51 68 76 59 93 123 80 80 83 70 76
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